
Cueva del Volcancillo
Naolinco
Veracruz

Proc. of the X, Xi, and XII International Symposia on Vulcanospeleology, p. 173, 2008

173AMCS Bulletin 19 / SMES Boletín 7 — 2006

clefts and ropy textures throughout. After 
15 kilometers and a steep fall near the 
town of Tlacolulan, the lavas entered the 
deep valley of the Naolinco River and 
followed it for nearly 35 kilometers. The 
lava flow ends at a narrow canyon west 
of the town of Chicuasen at an altitude 
of 360 meters, immediately beyond the 
popular Descabezadero Cascades, the 
birthplace of the Actopan River, which 
comes out at the contact of the lava flow 
with underlying conglomerates. With 
over 50 kilometers in length, it is one 
of the longest lava flows recognized in 
México.

To date, 6 different caves have been 
discovered on this lava flow, but not all 
have been surveyed properly, or even 
completely explored. They are possibly 
all part of what must have been a large 
master tube which probably fed most 
of the lava. Undoubtedly, many more 
caves probably exist and await discovery, 
exploration and mapping. The known 
caves will be described downflow:

Cueva de El Volcancillo: This cave 
is located right at the north side of the 
west crater. It is a tube segment 685 
meters long, in two sections separated 
by a large collapse. The upper one goes 
for less than 50 meters between the cra-
ter wall and the surface collapse, after 
which the entrance to the main cave is 
encountered (Figure 4). It is a beautiful 

master tube with up to three superposed 
levels separated by the growth of wall 
levees. In those sections where the le-
vees do not join, their surface texture 
is especially beautiful (Figure 5). Af-
ter nearly 350 meters, a small skylight 
entrance is encountered, below which 
is a seven meter pitch which can be 
rigged with a wire ladder and a safety 
rope. Shortly afterwards the cave ends 
in breakdown.

Cueva de la Escalera: Located near 

Cueva de El Volcancillo, it is the prob-
able downflow continuation of the same 
tube beyond the breakdown. It is a col-
lapse of the ceiling of a large and deep 
tube, but it has not been entered yet.

Cueva del Río Huichila: This cave is 
a large segment of a master tube, beauti-
fully preserved in sections, and with the 
added interest of containing a substantial 
river. It has been explored for 625 meters 
(Figure 6), through numerous pools 
which required swimming and frequent 

Figure 4. Plan map of Cueva del Volcancillo.

Figure 5. The beautiful wall levees in Cueva de El Volcancillo.


