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QUerÉtArO
Abstract: “Spatial and temporal 

Distribution of Protozoa at Cueva de 
los riscos, Querétaro, Mexico,” by 
itzel Sigala-regalado, et al.

Protozoa are important members 
of ecosystems, but protozoa that 
inhabit caves are poorly known 
worldwide. in this work, we present 
data on the record and distribution 
of thirteen protozoa species in four 
underground biotopes (water, soil, 
bat guano, and moss), at Cueva de 
Los Riscos. the samples were taken 
in six different months over more 
than a year. Protozoa species were 
ciliates (eight species), flagellates 
(three species), amoeboid (one spe-
cies), and heliozoan (one species). 
Five of these species are reported 
for the first time inside cave systems 
anywhere, and an additional three 
species are new records for Mexican 
caves. Colpoda was the ciliate genus 
found in all cave zones sampled, 
and it inhabited the four biotopes 
together with Vorticella. the biotopes 
with the highest specific richness 
were the moss, sampled near the 
main cave entrance, and the tem-
porary or permanent water bodies, 
with ten species each. the greatest 
number of species was observed in 
April 2006 (dry season). with the 
exception of water, all biotopes are 
studied for the first time.

Source: Journal of Cave and Karst 
Studies, volume 73, number 2, August 
2011. the full paper, pages 55–61, is 
available at www.caves.org/pub/
journal/PDF/v73/cave-73-02-55 
.pdf.

Pozo Demado is among the caves 
cataloged during a thanksgiving 
1992 trip to Mexico. A report on that 
trip is in AMCS Activities Newsletter 
20, pages 93–108. the pit was revis-
ited and mapped in 1993, but we 
have not published the map until 
now, evidently.

QUintAnA rOO
in 2010, members of the Czech 

and Slovak Speleological Societies 
organized their tenth and eleventh 
expeditions to the Yucatan Peninsula, 
where they continued to explore the 
extensive submerged cave systems 
near the village of Chemuyil. the 

exploration started in 2003. thanks 
to a fire that almost deforested a large 
part of the jungle last year, it was 
possible to discover ten new cenotes 
in the area south of the K’oox Baal 
cave’s known parts. the cenotes 
were gradually surveyed, and in 
four of them large new extensions 
were discovered. First, more than 2 
kilometers in the Ha’as Kak Cenote 
and 1.5 kilometers in the Kot Be 
Cenote were revealed, and they 
were then linked together and con-
nected to the K’oox Baal system. in 
the Sax Xib Cenote, 1.5 kilometers 
was explored and connected directly 
to K’oox Baal. The most significant 
discoveries were made in the Balam 
Ts’al Cenote, where large corridors 
reached the length of 3.6 kilometers 
before they were also connected to 

K’oox Baal. in the spring of 2010, 
K’oox Baal therefore reached a length 
of 28.6 kilometers. On the second 
expedition, in autumn, 2.3 kilometers 
more were discovered, and thus the 
total length of the K’oox Baal Cave 
System exceeded 30 kilometers, at 
30,339 meters. Source: english ab-
stract of article “Xibalba 2010—K’oox 
Baal má 30 Kilometrů,” by Zdeněk 
Motyčka and Daniel Hutňan, Spe-
leofórum 30, 2010, pages 50–52. the 
length of the cave has since grown; 
see next item.

A Czech team of cave divers con-
nected 36.7-kilometer-long K’oox 
Baal to the nearby Sistema Tux 
Kupaxa on December 9, 2011, tak-
ing the total explored length of un-
derwater passages to 56.5 km. the 


