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to the tlamaqui e-mail list on August 
12, 2009, that Gruta de Acuitlapán, 
a cave once well-decorated and 
popular with cavers that is near 
Cacahuamilpa, has been gated, with 
a note giving instructions about 
how to telephone for access. the old 
parking area is no longer available 
because of road construction, and the 
walk to the cave is long. it would be 
nice if a sign were put at the start of 
the trail, saving disappointment after 
a long walk. excavation done to pre-
pare the cave for tourists may have 
disturbed ceramic artifacts found 
now outside the entrance. Because 
of heavy visitation over the years, 
the cave has been heavily damaged, 
and it is possible that in the long run 
opening the cave to tourists may help 
prevent further damage.

in June 2009, víctor Juárez Cruz, 
33, and Cinthia Yuridia ríos, 24, 
entered the Río Subterráneo Chon-
talcoatlán. On Sunday, June 28, 
víctor disappeared in a waterfall, 
the river in the cave being high this 
time of year. Cinthia sought the help 
of the administration of Gruta de 
Cacahuamilpa. the body was re-
covered tuesday by Socorro Alpino 
de México and park staff on the way 
to the stairs to the skylight. Source: 
announcement posted to iztaxochitla 
e-mail list on June 30 by José reyes 
Amates. note that the Dos Bocas 
river caves below Cacahuamilpa are 
dangerous during the rainy season. 
“the best times for the river caves 
are from about Christmas until about 
May. trying them during the rainy 
season or for three months afterward 
is likely to result in loss of life.” 
—Chris lloyd in an article in AMCS 
Activities Newsletter 25.

On August 15, 2009, the moutain-
eering club at UnAM was explor-
ing Resumidero La Joya, Mpo. 
Alarcón, Guererro, when one of its 
members was caught in a flash flood 
and killed. there were twenty-four 
members in the cave on their way 
out when the flood hit. Most were 
near the entrance and able to get 
out safely.

Félix Mauricio Duran nava was 

Patricio Angeles in Cueva Xajhá,  
Hidalgo. Gustavo Vela.

on rope on the third drop, of 12 
meters, and died. Carlos villagran 
Padilla and Kikey Fon Mejía were at 
the top of the drop and were washed 
over the edge and injured. One other 
explorer who had been tied in at the 
top of the drop was all right. the 

flood came up in fifteen seconds. 
espeleo rescate México was able to 
get the two injured cavers out of the 
cave and later make the recovery.

resumidero la Joya is a well-
known cave and usually not ex-
plored in the rainy season. evidently 


