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along the way by another pit. They
descended the 40-meter pit into
Four Winds Cave and found a
nicely decorated horizontal passage
that intersects the doline they had
been seeking and continues to a
breakdown area after 300 meters.

Joined the next day by Karlin, the
three returned to Four Winds Cave
and its main going lead, but after
100 meters a very tricky climb was
encountered. Unequipped to tackle
the overhang, they left, after find-
ing another lead to a pit. Some
days later, after the arrival of Joel,
Merrilee, and Brad, Stan took them
to Four Winds Cave to check this
last lead. The blind pit was travers-
ed, but after 100 meters the strong
airflow was lost down impenetrable

cracks. So Four Winds blew out af-
ter 500 meters.

According to a field map by
Thomas, there are numerous inter-
esting dolines in the region just
uphill and northeast of the Kijahe
doline. Thomas and Jed went to a
promising-looking pit that turned
out to be 80 meters to a small offset
and another 56 meters to the bot-
tom at a nice narrow canyon with
strong airflow. They named it Hard
Rock Cave due to the particularly
hard limestone, and they turned
around at –160 meters. Thomas re-
turned the next day with Joel and
Merrilee. They surveyed minor
horizontal passages at the deepest
point reached the day before and
then continued down pits of 29 and

35 meters to a small room. The way
on was a very tight vadose canyon
to another small room with large
helictites. Good air continued into
an even tighter meander. After 6
difficult meters in this, a large 20-
meter pit was reached, followed by
pits of 15 and 5 meters. There are
several windows in this deep area,
but most of the airflow descends
down the next pit. Out of rope, they
left the cave. Several days later, Joel
and Merrilee returned with Stan,
who was unable to follow through
the tightest meander. While the
others went on to survey, Stan ham-
mered away, enlarging the meander.
Joel and Merrilee stopped at the top
of what looks like a 30-meter pit
with strong airflow. So far the cave
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