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Cueva del Pterodactyl
Garza, Nuevo Leon

Suunto and Tape Survey
18 - 20 March 2000

R. Brown, D. Chase, B. Koppen,
B. Nasby, R. Snider
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OAXACA
During the first phase of the U.

S. Deep Caving Team’s spring 2001
project in Mexico, four Americans,
two Mexicans, two Poles, one Brit,
and one Canadian were based in the
village of San Agustín Zaragoza,
near the main entrance to Sistema
Huautla, the deepest cave in Me-
xico. The goal was to push harder
in some of the other caves in the
area in an attempt to find a route
downward that might enter the
Huautla system beyond Sump 9
(see AMCS Activities Newsletter 21).
The main focus was Cueva de San
Agustín, where two camps were set
at the bottom at –465 meters in a
chamber 200 meters long, 30 meters
wide, and up to 115 meters high.
Water enters the room through sev-
eral waterfalls, and attempts at
digging to follow it downward
through the breakdown were un-
successful. Extensive bolt-climbing
was done to reach black holes in the
ceiling. One climb to the waterfall
in Sala Doble Dome involved six
pitches to horizontal passage. A to-
tal of 150 meters in height was
gained in this route, which was
rigged with nearly 500 meters of
rope, but it connected back into
known cave.

During a camp at the –350-meter
level in Sótano del Río Iglesia,
cavers tried to follow the large river
down through the floor of the Pent-
house chamber, but water levels
were too high to pursue a dig there.
Another dig, to remove silt that had
washed into a passage explored
only once, back in 1967, was suc-
cessful, but before a team could re-
turn with tackle for the reopened
passage, heavy rains has caused it
to sump shut. The river in Río
Iglesia reappears in Sistema Huautla
just above Sump 9, so further efforts
in this cave are needed.

Some effort was also expended in
the San Miguel doline, in Sótano
del Cangrejo and Cueva Inclinada,
both of which presently end at
depths of about 125 meters, where
the water disappears into impas-
sible cracks. At the bottom of
Inclinada, two long aid-climbs were

done, but the leads did not continue
and did not carry air. The strong air
flow in the cave apparently disap-
pears higher up somewhere. Sources:
Bev Shade, Bill Stone, and Andy
Zellner.

We spent two and a half weeks
at Cueva Charco in March 2001,
based in two small houses near the
entrance. The group consisted of
eleven members, five Americans,
four Mexicans, and two Brits. At the
beginning of the trip, the crew
seemed plagued with injuries.
However, six relatively healthy
cavers made it to the underground

camp, after the requisite gear-
hauling trips. The cave is too nar-
row in many places for a full-size
camp duff, so gear is shuttled in.
The same camp spot as last year was
used, from which it was over 1.5
kilometers to the previous end of
survey. There are no flat, dry places
in the cave, so moving camp was
not possible. Unfortunately, that
meant long survey trips from camp,
typically twenty hours or more.
More minor injuries occurred, and
PVC suits and packs were shred-
ded. The cavers stayed under-
ground for five days and surveyed
661 meters, adding 124 meters to
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